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SS(5SS) S"! Sx&j.... "it was however with Kosambi^ ' ; An Sntro- 

O ro o 

ductiontothe study of Indian History (1955), that historians 



focussed their attention more keenly on modes of production 
at a given level of development to understand the relations of 
p oJuction economic, social and political while keeping his 
approach firmly with in the Marxist tradi tion of social analy- 
sis, Kosambi developed a new approach and introduced new 
perspectives to the understanding of Indian History a fundame- 
ntal change both in content and methodology. It was through 
his rejection of the mechanical application of Historical Materi- 
alism that Kosambi saved his contemporary Marxist scholars 
from becoming a prey to Vulgar Marxism" 1 
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1) "D. D, Kosambi on History and Society : Problems of Inter- 
pretation ''Department of history university of Bombay Publica- 
tion. Edited by A, J. Syed, (Preface Page 1, 2) 
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("Among cirrhipeds the male is sometimes a small parasite on 
the body of the Female. T 



G. Smith "Crustacea" Cambridge Natural History vol i v 
P- 99, 

quoted "The Mothers" volume I page : 442. 



(Among spiders the male is always much smaller than the viol- 
ale often in an extreme degree, with , all kinds of insects the 
males are commonly smaller than the females.) 1 
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(In all teleosteous fishes the femaie is larger than male.) 2 
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1) C. Darwin, the descent of man, vol. I P 338 quotd-ibicL 

2) A. C. L. G. Gunther, Introduction to the study of the 
Fishes") (P 656) quoted SbicL 

3) Ibid. P. 443) 
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(The women are generally tail, muscular and broad and 
the man smooth, full breasted, round limbed and effeni^ate - 
Looking") 2 



1} W, S. Rains i"ord r 'The land ov the lionr', P. 101 

quoted Ib5d P. 443. 

2) A. B- ESiis, The Ewe-speaking peoples of the go'd Coast 

P. 184. partly adopting the words of Burton, Ibid P. 443 
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(The^ K.ru women are robust and strcng and capable d 
carrying immensely heavy burdens on their headr. Evofy eve- 
ning they may be seen trudging home with large vvator - ;;oi;-j 
or a bundie of vi f ood of a hundred pounds weight on their heacb 
and perhaps a child slung on theia* backe. They can m this way 
walk for miles without raising their hand to steady or adjust 
their heavy burden/") 2 ITU ^5or^ji*j^& "oo5cv?cp 



1) W-. S. and K. B. RoutjedQe, wiih a prehistoric p-jo^'v : ,v 
AKikuyu P. 104 B 

quoted Ibid : 444. 

2) J, Wilson western Africa, P. 12G 

quoted Ibid : 444 
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rneces in the shape and dimensions of the pelvis are much less 
marked rhan among modern Europeans) 1 "SsSfS &?=" 
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(In British Columbia the women used to hunt and were ''nearly 
as good hunters as the men") 3 ^fo^Sa- sS ^ -%$ 



1) H. Sehaaffhausen Anthropological studies Ibid : 446 

2) J, Cook Vayage to pasific ocean, vol II P, 303 Ibid 446 

3) S. S. Allison Account of the Similkamen Indias of British 
Columbia - Journal of the Anthropological institute 

xxi P. 307. I bid ; 447. 
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{In west Africa, the women formerly used to carry bows and 
arrows and to go out hunting without men) 1 s3^6 
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1} Adventures of Andrew Battef In Pinkerton, 

Voyages and travels, vol xvi P. 334 Ibid : 448 
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"Certain tasks falling habitually to the lot of the men, these 
have little by little come to regard them as maniy, as 
the only forms of labour which they could undertake without 
derogation - in short as 'noble- occupations - where as those 
tasks which have devolved upon the women, whom several 
savages regard as inferior beings, have come to be looked upon 
as inferior tasks." ; 
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1) Annales du Musee du Congo Beige. Ethnologieet Anthrcpc- 
logie 'Serie 111, volu II P. 23. Ibid : 450 

2) A. W. Howtit, Kamilaroi and Kurnai P. 147 
quoted Ibid : 451 



3) J. Morgan, "The Life and Adventures of William Cuckley. 
P. 43 Sbid : 451. 
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D. (If among South American tribes, the mother 
uttered a groan, the child was usually Killed.) 3 



. (And so did the Nizam of 

Hyderabad Kept a body guard of female archers) 4 &> s cp^e c ^&> 
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t) Plutach Vifa Marij XIX Fiorus, Epitomae 
i : 38 quoted Page : 458. 

2. E.' Seier Codex Fejeruary Mayer P. 207 
quored Page Ibid : 459. 

3) J, F, Lafkau, Moeurs des sauvages amertquains 
vol- I p. 592 Sb?d ; 459. 

4} -H..Schaaffhaus9n Anthropoiogischen Studiea 
P : 861. quoted : 456, 
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&rcr. 2 (In Borneo, it was quite common for 
women to fight by the side of the men, and even to lead them 
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&. 3 (in the Caroline Islands the women take a 
share rn the war' not only to defend their country against ths' 
enemy but also to attack, and the Squadon they form, through 
in small numbers a part of the military forces) * 



1) E. Thome, The Queen of the colonies P. 134 Ibid 451 

2) Ibid Page : 451 

3) J. Talton, Voyage of captain G. Castleton to priaman in 
1612, In Astleys New collection of voyages and Travels 
vol. i P. 172. Ibid P. 451 

4) O. Von Kotzebue, A New Voyage round the world 
voL i PP321 Sq. Ibid : 451 

5) WilKams Fijr and the Fijians vol i P. 17? Ibid P 453 



In Fiji during a batte women would rush upon a fallen foe, 
tear his body open with their teeth, and drink his blood, and 
led their children over the battle field, teaching them to Kick and 
tread upon the bodies of enemies l 
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. (The Sultan of Zan Zibar had an army of six 
thousand female soldiars.) 3 



1) Id A. Voyage of Discovery into the south sea. 
Vol : HIP. 171 Ibid : 451 

2) M. de Segonzac voyages au Maroc. P. 136 Ibid P. 454. 

3. Duarte Barbosa Viaggi in G. B. Ramusio Navig aiiont et. 
Viaggi, vol i, fol 288. Ibid P. 454 



4) J. Duncan Travels in Western Africa in 1845 and 1846 
vol. I. P. 240. quoted Ibid 455: 
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(1 An Introduction to the study of Indian history. Page GO 

- D. D. Kosambi 
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"The generally accepted view is that they represent the 
"Grate Mother or Nature goddess/ whose worship, under various 
names and forms is still very common in India. The presence of a 
fertility cult among these people is also represented by figurines 
of pregnant women and of women with children/" ' 

a. a. 



1) Indus Valley Civilization (an essay in 'Tf>e Cultural Heritaze 
of India voi I) - Page 122 

30 



eo 

1)6 



Ib SScre? s5o 



63 Q 



Indus - Valley Civilization' 



$T6l>d&oex> 



, s ^oS -i>S 62 

E) " 






(6900^)^0) r^^P^&oT ^ COO 



fiot> W 8 



32 



[Su rn 1500 

Sptf^aS:^ 3 

oJ f^ 

se>o "<3soQ ^Vedic Period) rv 



sxS 



-^-^r^ coo. 

o 

i go 8 ^SPOC ^6^ sooeSo^ 6 o^^ST e?<&. Si 



f :$<? on* 



3-16.5) 



COO 



1") 4e S'ei o)rd5oo6^ -ureJ srS^sS syr^eocvr^ ooo. 

/ 3 L 

"Dr. P. V, Kane ^tn ^T" 40CO-10CO ^S, Wintermitz ^ 

EOOOJ50 693, Ke'th |M SSrn 1200^350 aS) 9 Macdonald 



(Marriage and Farnily in India - K. M t Kapadia, History of 
Sanskrit Literature - Keith) 

ex> _ 13 55 t)S 



fi.otfs.JD8. So***, aoft.oOorfo.ID8 



re* &&3 , 



5-46-7 
















9 eJ g 10 



9 



2) 



3) 



e& So-g aeo gg6Sa'o So 



1) Marriage and Family in India - Page 57, 58 

2) *^fe^ 
10-158-3; S& 

^cSoo&i SP c&i 

3) es 



. 10.383 



4) 



- 8-19-38, 



1.) Women in the Vedic aga Page- 44. By Sakunta'la Rao 

Sasfry* 



I.I 05.81 



37 



. es 



& 



690(50^ 



2) Women in the Vedic age, Page - 4 

38 






o) 

,.j oO rn o oO 

(5^ B^oc^e} S^dSDo^ 1^*0*26?^' ^ 55 ; ta & S 6x> 
I e^oD S^5) sr^ coo. 

L. , . o <&-> 



cOOD 



c \) S^jSg) 
8 



"SeS^eoeS* 

fd g^cfocD 



60) 



I, 






>>i3dSj>e& 



(7-38-4), 



(3-ES) 



fc 



a 



| e 
L 



S) 



10-95-15) 



4) 



COCP o 



elf ere* '?' eD cococpee* 
^ n o 

So c soc oc> at) 53*08 IS ex> g 



CO 



.eo ^TCT c^oo-So 

^^^ 

^ 
dfoodc ^ 



^^C 5-30-9 



4 p 5 



I; CD d&ocr 3 ^" 3 ^eT^^ do. 
^^ o r^ n ^ 



1) sxo%(3o - 6-18-8 

2) sxo^do _ 7-93-4 

3) sxo^o - J.IG3-8 
4") axo^?cfo - 2-14-5 

y o-/ 

5) ^?^cSo - 8-4C-3E 



"Scree - ( 



j 

L. 

as^c& 
40 c6 



8000 Si ^ CO 



"Sodb 



e5)o)sT B &) 



! ^ ^J^CO : (10-15-3) 



1. aooS<; tf es&ceo 228 S ID 



t; 



42 



(10-145) 

flQ-88 

\ y 





b 



rT> (10-95) 



flQ-35-15) sS'So^ 






(10-33-40) 4 



^0^ 



(10-108) 



6 7 ' 69 S) e 

rb^ofi 



eD^p-N coo. 

* ^ 



j d^3c 



CtOcbOOOb *. <3cOO cOEpO^~3 -3 >$_ 

v& 



coo oT 3 y Co . 



^ 



81(5 



ofoD BdOO 850 



a) 

^sS 

eS 5 i g 



Q-O < . '-, ^ -. 
S cOuoJOO. 



-^Seo esjsrtf esooo 

<-,") 



TQC) fc-3- 

L. 

45 









S ; w 

& -dr c} 

"codb 






c) 



Q 



"oo^O 



coo" :, 



i ^ 

L. 



^6 



IboS 



:> ^e> 

c*o. 8 co 



L Q rO 

&3'fl, U ^PCOOC&P" e^oeS a ^p^^eD 59 (The lords of Soil) 



1) R. V. Rassell, Tribes and Castes of the Central Provinces of 
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The Imperial gazetter of India Vol. XV P. 281 
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The custom of polyandry is supposed to promote good 
fellow-ship among brothers" 
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"If, according to custom, four brorhers have two or perhaps 
one wife between them, and four or five daughters are born, 
and one of the brothers marries again, the children are not 
shared between them, but remain with the women/' 2 
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The question that naturally follows Is whether yudhistira 
was referring to the old Brahmanic tradition in favour of polyan- 
dry or the tradition out side the Brahmanic Circle. Son indolo- 
gists suggest that the pandavas represented a Non-Aryan tribe, 
probably because polyandry Ss still found among the Non-Aryan 
tribes. Whether the pandavas were Non-Aryan or Aryan cannot 
be definitely said, but three of servations can be categorically 
made. Disapproval of polyandry has prevailed in the Brahmanic 
tradition from very early times. Protests against polyandry 
came from Drupada, the King of pancafa and Kama a represen- 
tative of the Kauravas and an arch-enemy of the pandavas and 
their allies, Lastly pandu had a matrimonial alliance with tha 
King of Madra, a land Known to the epic writer fcr matrilineai 
descent and loose sex relations. 
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A man has sexual access to all the sisters of her wife. If 
a newly married couple find that they are not compatible/ the 
husband may exchange his wife for one of her sisters, The 
sororate, though preferred, is not however compulsory. 1 

& 



1) Ibid Page. 94. 
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''The most Important point is that the yogasadhana of 
Tantrism is its psycho physical practices, when properly under- 
stood, is found to be nothing but a desperate effort to realise 
the womanhood in one self. It is in other words a kind of 
training prescribed to transform the basic personality and Cons- 
ciousness into that of a female" 3 



1) Lokayata Page 274 

2) Lokayata Page 278, 279 

3) Lokayata Page 280 



"It does not appear that the universal practice is susce- 
ptible of any other interpretation than that magical power was 
originally associated, with women and was regarded ss essent- 
ially a woman's function'" 1 
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1) Briffault 'The Mothers', n 534 (Quoted Lokayata Page 277) 



"The Aryans who destroyed the fndjs cities made their 
first appearance about the beginning of the second millennium 
B. C* Many separate groups of Aryans were fully established in 
tne Fertile crescent at the eastern end of the Mediterranean by 
the middle of the 2nd millennium, as heirs to the Sumerianand 
Semitic civilizations. The Hyksos who broke into Egypt from 
Asia Minor during the 13th dynasty and remained in control 
till about 1580 bear a name translated as 'shephered Kings/ 
which could describe the Aryan conquerors in India quite well- 
The name shashank, so common 1or pharaohs of the 22nd and 
23rd dynasties of Egypt (from 945 B. C. down) has a definitely 
Aryan (sanskrit sasanka) sound. The ancestors of this dynasty 
were immigrants allied with tribes of known Aryan character. 
Tyrrhenians, Sardinians, &C." ! 
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1) An Introduction to the study of Indain History. 
Da:nodar Dharmanand Kosambi. Page. 81. 
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"The list is no doubt appalling. Those among the modern 
scholars who have tried to rationalise or justify Tantrism, have 
naturally found th9 pancamakara to be the greatest stumbling 
block. Efforts are made to mystify it, the real significance of 
panca makara is too subtle or toohidden to be understood by the 
uninitiated. Or, as is sometimes said, th9 practices are not for 
the ordinary man, only the spiritually advanced could go in for 
these Or, the practice of the pancamakara is difficult and dang- 
erous more difficult, in fact, than walking on a razor's edge and 
playing with wild tigers. And so on, 

Justifications like these do not interest us, Their apparent 
absurdities only betray the weakness of the position sought to 
be justified. Advanced technology and greater knowledge of 
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t) An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. (1986) 
by Satisohandra Chetterjee M. A, ph. D, 
Dhirendra Mohan Datta, M. A, Ph. d. P. 72. 

2) Studies in Jainism and Budhism in Mithila 
by Upendra Thakur P. 81. 
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'The Jains have played a very important role in the 
linguistic development oft 13 CDjntry. Sanskrit has all along- 
been the medium of sacred writings and preachings of the Bra 
hmanas and Pali that of Buddlsts. But the Jains utilized the 
prevailing languages of the different times at difiarent places for 
their religious propaganda as well as for the preservation of 
Knowledge, In this way, they exercised a predominant influ- 
nceonthedevelopmdnt of the prakrit languages. The/ even 

gave a literary shape to some of the regional languages for thp 
first time. 

Mahavira preached in the mixed dialect called Ardhra-Magadhi 
in order that he might be understood by people speaking both 
Magadhi and Souraseni, and his teachings were classified into 
twelve books called Srutangas/'i 
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1) The Cultural heritage of India 

Voi, 1. (1976) Pago. 402, 
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"Once he is known to have said, He feels no pleasure 
when she comes, no sorrow when she goes, him \ call a true 
Brahmana. released from passions/' 1 



1 ) A Regfigious History of Anicient India - 1984 
Dr. S. R. Goyal Page. 269. 
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in the Milindapana the Buddha is reported to have said 
that ''with opertunity and secrecy and the right wooer all wom- 
en will go wrong. They falling with others, with a crippre men. 
In the "Chullavagga" The Buddha opines that "Unfathomably 
deep is the character of women. They are like robbers with many 
artifices, with whom truth is hard to find, to whom lie is like 
the truth, a truth is like a lie. No heed should be paid to either 
'ikes or dislikes." 
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1) India, The status of women in Ancient India. P. 
quoted - ibid 272 
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Siimangala's Song 

women! Wei! set free! How free am 1, 

How thorough'y free from kitchen drudgery ! 
Stained and squalid 'mong my cooking pots, 
My brutal husband ranked even less 
Than the sun-shades he sits and weaves always. 
Purged now of all my former lust and hate, 

1 dwell musing at ease beneath the shade 

Of spreading bouges - 0, but 'tis well with me. 

Song of Rflettika 

Though ! be suffering and weak, and ail 

My youthful spring be gone, yet have I come, 

Leaning upon my staff, and climb aloft the mountain psak. 

My cloak thrown off, 

My little bowl overturned, so sit 1 here, 

Upon the rock. And o'er my spirit sweeps 

The breath of liberty! I win, I win 

The triple lore, the Buddha's \vl\l be done! 
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Song of Sangfia 

Home have I left, for S have left my world! 
ChHd have f left, and a!! my cherished herds I 
Lust have I left and ill-will too is gone, 
And ignorance have I put far from me; 
Craving and root of craving overpowered, 
Coo! am 1 now, knowing Nibbana's peace. 

Song of Vssatti 

Now here, now there, lightheaded, crazed with grief, 
Mourning my child, I wandered up and down, 
Naked, unheeding, streaming hair unkempt, 
Lodgfng in f courings of the streets, and where 
The dead lay still, and by the chariot road- 
So three years long I fared/ starving athirst. 

And then at last, I saw Him, as He went 
within that blessed city Mithila, 
Great tamer of untamed hearts, yea Him 
The Very Buddha/ banisher of fear. 

Come back my heart to me, my errant mind: 
Forthwith to Him 1 bent low worshipping/ 
And there, e'en at his feet, I heard the Norm 
For of his great compassion on us a!!, 
'Twas He who taught me, even Gotama. 

1 heeded all he said and left the world 
And all its cares behind, and gave myself 
To follow where he taught, and realise 
Life in the Path to great good fortune bound 

Now all my sorrows are hewn down, cast -out, 
Uprooted, brought to utter end, 
In that I now can grasp and understand 
The base on which my miseries were built., 
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While there is in primitive Society a striking absence of 
manifestations of individual choice on the part of the men as 
ragards the women, there is considerable evidence of sexual 
selection exercised by the women as regards the men. Among 
many peopfes it has been noted that the imitative in individual 
marriage does not come from the men, but from the women/* 
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"It is therefore reasonable to think that Virasaivam was 
almost limited to a few Communities in the population; the 
Aradhyas among Brahmins and the Jangamas and some sections 
of the sales (weakers) and Balijas. The View that at the time 
of the Muslim invasions, the people in Andhra were United in 
their Church, 233 embodying the teachings of Basava and 
Pandita; seems to far from the truth." 1 
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The Lingayatas had a strong element of social Conscience 
and encouraged certain social practices disappeared of by the 
brahmans, such as late post-puberty marriages and the rema- 
rriages of widows. Not surprisingly the iircgayatas themselves 
came under attack from the Brahmans. Their more liberal social 
attitudes brought them the support of the lower Castes/ '^ ^ 

1. Religion in Andhra (1973) 

Dr. B. S. L. Hanumantha Rao, M. A; P.H-D. Page - 292 

-2. A History of India. Vo!-1 (1966) 
Romila Thaper Page - 216 



jcqx>6 eS- %S 

o_- r ->- e> 

csoeo e3"Sj c ot&<b& cOogQo) ^cO^ SPC^O^ ep^crScS 

S^Oefc) SicSe^ST'SSSocfo gj 6 <^*\ 2) C S? 

oj y cj 

) o TV dfoo b eo c6o sp^^ 



Q 

isPCo. es $a) 



53* coo. 



^ 



00 CO oi 



cO* do. "4s < 

^ 

690(5 



218 



cof\clb ofii. s^dcdScSj es 
g^coo ger 3 






219 



es 



"3 ^) 






es>sS<? 



SDc&e^ 8 



? &oX> 9 



ft^d^o 003 



CO 



es>g) 



OJ 



7 



(jn-s?, 



:) tf 



63. 



120 



7 t>oo<fi 



I- 



edSo^S Zubg r=6^^ ^PO ftr^c^ Soto 



. ID 

u 



1)0 dS 



2, 



4. 



h 

' 



221 



5. 



eo 



222 



src:dio 




S 3gcSg-&> 52>cS&f SScSo. 



n 

53-0 



srdb 

n 



OcOOD 



O - D Q 

30:63^5 "e^S5^ 
a i 0: 



I: eo 



222 



<rc.ic& 



oSo 



go c-s 



spofifo^S) "cS 



5 ^^ "sSr^ceeJo" &>oi<<5 

O oo O I (^ 



3 0^(350 8 "0^5^) s^ao^eJo 236/^0 



} ^^O ^ ^ C&O (S 

L-y o 



224 



5 



(e9<$<5 3-^^60 XVIII 2, 1) 



c6ol"o S^cOO ^Oj cOC 

es)Scv)6'So ^ 



00 

o3c8 ) fu63 ex> ^Oc 
700 



225 



!1 600 &c& SOD 



1000 



400 



327 





d?& 



S> ? 3lc&> 

cSooCsO S 



5c&) 



Ti'c;c<S>. S) ^ 65 od oJ cb cr'gso 



S^ooS. > 
es tfe-^g^ 
. es 



55 fib. ^^3^ es$gcS5oc6o 



es 



228 






j&cSo 



cr 

d 



es 



!80S 



229 



es 



228 



SS^So 53*6 



<S 



y'\ 6 & o) p oS ^ "SD c6 65 ?j ^ ? j cT 3 O 53* O c6o ^0 S -c5 SX 

<yJ o^ ow ci. , o Q 



69030^6 ^SSfi (S^rra ^& 1809 



229 



/- So. 





. 1814 eT 5 







esc35oc6 



Q 

rrs ;: r a3e& es 



Sofio^ 1828 &~ 3 4S 



^ i gr 6 g-\ 

S6o "^j=s5>& &&&^eod^o es^f5grto5fcc6 ^ e^ 

230 



cSoeS; ^ 

Ci fc 



i "e^ iSs'J)^ ^?p 

L. * a r ^ _ 



1831 






5 n S^^SJoDo^sS^. crgs^S 5 8sQf\cS 



^ 



c6o S?D 1851 5 






b 



S>'c&>gocb&>ec$D ^coo. 



e^/- So. cr^oS-^ 






1814 



Q 

?TS S:^e& es 



SDdSoo SofioS 1828 aj 3 4sS "i& 



fS'&. 1323 



c6 



230 



1831 



Q 



S9 C> Ss o 



1820o5 



?D 185T s 



rr^. 1 85 IS Sciic6 



"~dD, 1830 sw 



0:60 

S e^So 






. 1884^5 
^ 6 6 
i crD< SiS ^SSr^o:c6o SoS, I 

Q) ' L 



^ Indian reform Association) cSo 



5 ooo 



& dr\ 



ec 



j a 



S S c 
o 
^^0 



231 



COEO&) 
cSoiSS' 
65 ^^SP^ *sc&c5 18916^ 



"S^POOO, 



"I S o o 






escSSoS I897e^ "(|) 



O -ST 3 C$3 



. esctoS 



233 



. 



es 



cSisS 



S3 6 8 



o STCSSDO&. es cfe c6 



() 



234 



7 src 



Soft Bo 5. 



SAc6 .4s 



ooo* 



5 d^COOOfii, 



< j 

oi. 

O 



235 



J) 5oo 8 



o; oK 



40 



i SJ^^P) csoo& 4 i 



es 



a e> 

' 



1830 



53-6 



5 $3= C CO SP 

/ co 

6966' 



Qv SJ 



"s. . _ s . C)o, 

"?:cpsr 3 e\ S. esE^^ ^osrtfS" iofi 






c5 o -tS cub ^o cD & "> S5 r?* 

cr 



i Ser 

L, 

on- S>S 



do^o ^oS c6oc6ooJcS^ o F'SSeS 



'ST^^cs t^cSn v &^ .?i 

L 6* ^"^ ro v= ^ 



cSo 



Q 



So 



coo 



I S5 25 CO I rj > 



> S S5 eS G c 



oo)c6o 






25 



690]$ 



LD GJ cO C*s O u; . 

a) oJ J oJ cv r j c 
a r-. 






ex. 









Sfl 



'Coo. & e) ? j ^p ex> eo \ o t^ 3 S5 j^r eo ( 



c5u$Dc5ocS6ea i^dD-F 530*3^:- ^o 



,|: ST^CO . , 

DC^Q^, es fecb^ l5cu-S-aS) ? do^^cxSj^S) 



65^ 
d 
&p =3* g) ^ 

Q[_, > 



oJ ^-' 



241 



242 



^c e? 



e$j6o^o ^fcctboe'g ^0:^3^0^^ cloo) 5"3--' 
l SD&^ &osr iS oJ cSoiT'S's io5c&)S"\ o 

L. Q c _ I c<- 



Not for Money, Not for 
contract eo&:oa "VOYAGE" e)^ 



S 



) 6$ 



e^gc^, ^coj f rr ?j^ r , ^er^^e" 



-.. 

oJ 

25 S 



SD^prOO^P^ 1 ' S O 67= 5a: t5 O C . B 

o) e> "S c55j o & s" 5 i ^ o ? e? e^ ?. c S 
i S3 rp c6 "So cS 



Si^C) 



? e9o) ^'S^o^db. 

243 



es> g) 



^ I6xo&& 



'c^^rexjrr 



Q 
} eSCxX)(6b tbg^S cdOj f} "So . S90(!So~S 69Cb^ 3 C ).i'O- ^8) tDCO 

U e9x5oo" rr 5 ^ 



3. fig 
g fco g e 



esrbe i oc e9^ crs^tfo ssSo. 



the laws of nature make it difficult for us either to admire or 
justify these archaic practices. It is necessary, however, to 
understand them. And this understanding cannot come unless 
we try to view them from the position of our remote ancestresses 
who, with the discovery of agriculture, were oniy begining to 
advance towards civilization. 1 
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The Chenchus are of short and slender stature with very 
dark skin, wavy or curly hair, broad faces, flat noses; and a 
trace of Prognathism, 
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'' The Chenchus are characterized by a strong sense of 
independence and personal freedom. None of them feels bound 
to any Particular locality, and the ability to move from one 
group to the other allows men and women to choose the 
companions with whom they wish to share their daily lives. 
Marriage rules are based on the exogamy of patriline.al clans. 
As long as they observe the rules of clan exogamy young People 
are free to marry whomsoever they wish. Spouses can separate 
without any formality, but the abduction of a woman still living 
with her husband is disapproved of as immoral'' 1 

1. Tribes of India 
Christoph von fiirer Haimendorf Page No. 3 



Christoph vonfiirer Haimendorf 

"The basic unit of chenchu society is the nuclear family, 
Cons'Sting of a man, his wife, and their children. For all practical 
purposes husband and wife are partners with egual rights, and 
this equality of status means that the family may live with 
either the husband's or the wife's tribal group, Each such group 
holds hered'tary right$ to a tract of land, and within its 
boundaries its members are free to hunt and collect edible 
roots and tubers, we shall see that in recent years there has 
been a change in their diet and ways of subsistence" 
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1. Castes and tribes of Southern India Volume II 
Edgar Thurston Page No. 28 



2. Castes and tribes in India ... Voi 2 

Edgar Thurston Page No ..... 40 41 
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Mf Agriculture was the invention of women, them it is 
only logical that agriculture rnagic in it origin should belong 
exclusively to the province of women'' 1 



"The magical or religious rites intended to secure the 
fertility of the fields were naturally within the speciel Compe- 
tetion of the women who cultivated them': 2 
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1) Lokayata Page 272 

2) Lokayata Page 272 
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Intimacy between a woman and her brother-in-law was 
kn^wn to the Vedic Aryans. In the funeral hymn in the Rgveda, 
the widow who lay on the pyre by the said of her 
dead husband was asked to rise and come to the world 
of the living, "He by whose side you lie as life less. Come, this 
your wifehood of the husband who took thy hand, and wooed 
thee has (now) been fulfilled." And in the Atharvaveda it is 
added, "Come to him who grasps thy hand, thy wooer (didhisu) 
^ou hast now entered into the relation of wife to husband.' In 
Brhaddevata the younger brother is said to prohibit the widow 
from ascending the pyre. According to Asvalayana, her brother- 
in-law, being a representative of her husband, or a pupil (of her 
husband), or some aged servant, should raise her. In another 
pasaage of the Rgveda, the simile runs, 'as a widow invites her 
brother-in-law to her bed/ Yaskacarya in his comment on this 
verse explains devara as a second husband. The word devara 
may be a derivation from the word div to play, thus meaning a 
person who could legitimately dally with his brother's wife ot 
widow. Though it connot be definitely said whether the brother- 
in-Saw married rhe widow or merely as conjugal rights in her 
ihe fact of intimacy between the two is clearly intended." 1 

1) Marriage and family in India (1966) 

K. WL Kapadia, Page 57, 58 
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